* 71% of the worlds surface is covered by water

* Only 0,3 -0,5% of the water resources are potential
available as drinking water

* 97% is salt-water
* 2,5% of the fresh water is frozen



Where is Earth’s Water?

Surface/other Atmosphere Living things
Freshwater 2.5% freshwater  1-270 3.0% 0.26%

Rivers
0.49%

Swamps,

marshes
2.6%

Soil
maoisture
3.8%

Total global Freshwater Surface water and
water other freshwater

Source: lgor Shiklomanov's chapter "World fresh water resources” in Peter H. Gleick (editor),
1993, Water in Crisis: A Guide to the World's Fresh Water Resources.
MNOTE: Numbers are rounded, so percent summations may not add to 100.
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The ,,big"” water cycle

water vapour in
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“Industry, Fresh water
and sustainable development”
WECSD & UMEP, 1998,



